
The Signs of Christ’s Coming and the Believers’ Attitude toward Christ’s Coming 

Message Three 

Being Overcomers in the Church and Preparing to Welcome the Lord’s Return 

 

Scripture Reading:  Phil. 1:20-21a; Gal. 2:20a; Phil. 3:12; Rom. 8:6; 1 Thes. 5:16-18; 2 Tim. 4:8; Phil. 3:20; 

Rev. 3:7-13 

 
I. Christ walking in the midst of the seven golden lampstands (local churches): 

A. Today, Christ is the High Priest. On one hand, He is interceding for the churches in the heavens 

(Heb. 9:24; 7:25-26; Rom. 8:34). On the other hand, He is walking in the midst of the churches, 

nourishing and cherishing the churches. If we want to participate in His move and enjoy His care, we 

must be in the church. 

B. Christ is also calling the overcomers in the churches. We need to be a group of people who have an ear 

that can hear and accept the Lord’s calling to rise up and co-labour with Him in order to gain a reward. 

 

II. Pursuing in the church life with those who love the Lord out of a pure heart: 

A. Living Christ and magnifying Christ: (Phil. 1:20-21a) 

1. No longer I but Christ. (Gal. 2:20a) 

2. Pursuing Christ and gaining Christ. (Phil. 3:12) 

3. Enjoying Christ and partaking of Christ. (1 Cor. 1:9; Col. 1:12) 

4. Exalting Christ and supplying Christ. (Col. 1:18b; 1 Tim. 4:6) 

5. Setting the mind on the spirit and not on the flesh. (Rom. 8:6) 

6. Always rejoicing, unceasingly praying, and giving thanks in everything. (1 Thes. 5:16-18) 

B. Loving and eagerly awaiting the Lord’s appearing: (2 Tim. 4:8; Phil. 3:20) 

1. Being watchful and getting prepared. (Matt. 24:42-44; 25:13) 

2. Being watchful in life, preparing oil in the vessel. (Matt. 25:1-4) 

3. Being faithful in service, utilizing the talents that the Lord has given us. (Matt. 25:14-30) 

4. Beseeching to overcome. (Luke 21:36) 

C. Participating in the building up of the body of Christ: (Eph. 4:12) 

1. Keeping the universal oneness of the body. (Eph. 4:3-4) 

2. Being perfected in the local church through the many members of the body: (Eph. 4:12) 

a. To be the joints of the rich supply of Christ; 

b. Or to be the parts of the body operating in their measure. (Eph. 4:16) 

3. With the unsearchable riches of Christ. (Eph. 3:8-10) 

4. Through the divine dispensing. (Eph. 3:2) 

D. Assembling together as the proper local churches: (Acts 8:1; 13:1; Rev. 1:11) 

1. On the genuine ground of the unique oneness of the body. (Eph. 4:3-4; John 17:21-23) 
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2. Being the local expressions of the universal body of Christ. 

3. Being the golden lampstands in localities. (Rev. 1:12, 20b) 

4. Being the pillar and base of the truth for the manifestation of God in the flesh—the great mystery of 

godliness. (1 Tim. 3:15-16) 

5. Having the organic gatherings and services of the members according to the proper teachings of 

the Bible: 

a. Being New Testament priests of the gospel, bringing sinners to offer up to God. (Rom. 15:16; 

1 Pet. 2:5, 9; 1 Cor. 4:15) 

b. Feeding and cherishing the new believers. (John 21:15; 1 Thes. 2:7; 1 Pet. 2:2) 

c. Perfecting the saints unto the fulfillment of their ministry for the building up of the body of 

Christ. (Eph. 4:12; Heb. 10:24-25) 

d. Functioning in the church meetings to build up the body of Christ through building up the local 

churches. (1 Cor. 14:1-5, 12, 31) 

 

III. Establishing the church life of Philadelphia: (Rev. 3:7-13) 

Until the Lord comes back, four kinds of churches will remain which are symbolized by the four churches 

in Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. Among these four churches, Philadelphia is the only one 

commended by the Lord. Therefore, we need to pay close attention to the words spoken by the Lord to 

this church,  even to keep and obey these words. 

A. In Greek, “Philadelphia” is composed of two words: One means “love”, and the other means “brother”. 

Hence, “Philadelphia” means “brotherly love”. 

B. Through the brothers’ loving one another in the church, any mediatorial class is eliminated. This is 

Philadelphia—in the church, everyone is a brother, and everyone is a priest. (1 Pet. 2:9) 

C. The Lord refers to Himself as “the Holy One, the true One, the One who has the key of David, the One 

who opens and no one will shut, and shuts and no one opens:” 

1. Christ is the Holy One and the true One. As His testimony, the church ought to live out His holiness 

and truthfulness. 

2. The key of David is the key of the kingdom, representing the authority to open and shut. Christ is 

greater than David, being the One who built God’s house, the real temple. He also established God’s 

kingdom wherein He exercises His full authority. Thus, He holds the key of David. This indicates 

that Christ has the authority to open all things under God’s governing power. 

D. “Behold, I have put before you an opened door which no one can shut.” 

E. “You have a little power.” What pleases the Lord is not how much power we may possess, but doing all 

we can to fully utilize what little power we do have. 

F. “You have kept My word and have not denied My name.” 

1. Keeping the Lord’s word means holding His word, not according to tradition but according to His 

pure word, taking the Bible as the only standard: 

a. Not having the teaching of Balaam in the church life. (Rev. 2:14) 

b. Not having the teaching of the Nicolaitans. (Rev. 2:15) 

c. Not having the teaching of Jezebel. (Rev. 2:20) 
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d. Not having the deep things of Satan. (Rev. 2:24) 

e. Only having the pure word of the Lord. 

2. Not denying the Lord’s name implies not having any other name beside the Lord’s name. 

a. The church is like a pure virgin betrothed to Christ (2 Cor. 11:2).  She should not take on any 

name other than her Husband’s name. 

b. All other names are abominable in the eyes of God. 

G. “I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, those who call themselves Jews and are not, but lie—

behold, I will cause them to come and fall prostrate before your feet and to know that I have loved you.” 

1. This indicates that the church has fallen into the condition of being Judaized. There are at least four 

things that will cause the church to become Judaized: 

a. The mediatorial system of priests; 

b. The rituals and ordinances of letters; 

c. The material temple; 

d. And earthly promises. 

2. The Lord said, “I will cause them to come and fall prostrate before your feet,” implying that the 

church in Philadelphia had completely overcome the Judaized state of Christianity. 

H. “Because you have kept the word of My endurance, I also will keep you out of the hour of trial, which 

is about to come on the whole inhabited earth, to try them who dwell on the earth.” This indicates that 

those believers who keep the word of the Lord’s endurance will be raptured before the great trial. 

I. “I come quickly; hold fast what you have that no one take your crown.” 

1. “Hold fast what you have”, which is “My word” and “My name”. We cannot go against the Lord’s 

word, nor can we bring shame to His name. 

2. “That no one take your crown.” The whole church in Philadelphia has a crown. To other churches, it 

is a matter of gaining. Here, it is a matter of losing. 

3. In the entire New Testament, the only person who knew that he had a crown was Paul (2 Tim. 4:8), 

and among all the churches, only the church in Philadelphia knew that they had a crown. The 

question now is to not let anyone take it, not come out of Philadelphia, and not abandon your 

position, but to hold fast lest someone take it away. 

 


